THE CANTERBURY TALES

Geoffrey Chaucer (1340-1400) was England's first great poet and there was much in his
character that shines out through his writings. In his time pilgrimages were made to the shrine
of Thomas a Becket and such pilgrims inspired the Canterbury Tales, of which twenty were
finished. In the verses twenty-nine people, including the poet, travel together, each to tell
two tales on the way into Kent. The picture above shows the company on the road, represent-
ing all types, and here are two lines taken from the prologue : " In friendship, and pilgrims
were they all, That toward Canterbury wolden ride."
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